
OFFICIAL.
CIRCULAR INSTRUCTIONS TO COLLECTORS AND

OTHER OFFICER8 OF THE CU8TOM8.

Taxiicmt DiriHTSiiT, MaBch 27, 1851.
The following instructions are issued for the

strict observance and government of the respective
Officers of the Customs in carrying into effect the
provisions of the annexed act of Congress, approved
3d March, 1851, entitled " An act to amend the act

regulating the appraisement of imported merchan¬
dise and for other purposes," which takes effect on

and after the first day of April next.
It will be perceived, on examination of this act,

that it fixes the period of exportation to the United
States as the time when the actual market value or

wholesale price of any good*, ware*, or merchandise, in the

principal markets of the country from which the same shall
faave been imported into the United States, is to be appraised,
estimated, and ascertained. This provision consequently
supersedes and abrogates so much of the provisions of the
sixteenth section of the tariff act of 30th August, 1842, as

requires the market value or wholesale price to be appraised,
estimated, and ascertained at the ume when the goads were

purchased.
The exportation contemplated by the act is not deemed to

apply exclusively to goods laden on board a vessel at a ship¬
ping port in the country of which the goods may be the

growth, production, or manufacture, but likewise applies to

Any goods exported from an interior country remote from the
aboard having no shipping port, being bona fide destined
in the regular course of trade for shipment to some owner,

consignee, or agent residing in the United 8tates, of which
satisfactory proof must be produced at the time of entry.
For example, goods thus exported from Switxerlind, being
of the origin of that country, wbioh can only be, or most

usually are, exported through the seaports of Franca; or

goods from Saxony or other interior German possessions,
which mast be, or most usually are, conveyed to a seaport for

exportation to the United States. In these and analogous cases

the exportation to the United Statesmay be deemed to commence

at the period when the goods leave the country of production
or origin, and (he true market value in the principal markets
of said country is to be ascertained and appraised, to which is
to be addeJ, as dutiable charges, the cost of transportation to
the port of shipment, with the expenses thereat, until the
goods are actuslly laden on board the vessel in which they nny
be shipped to the United 8tates.

Whets goods are shipped directly from the country of ori¬
gin, the bill of lading will ordinarily establish the period of
exportation, and in the other cases referred to, the date of the
authentication of the invoice by consular certificate; but,
in the absence of such proof, other evidence satisfactory to

the United States appraisers may be taken to fix aaid period.
Where goods have not been actually purchased, the in¬

voice must exhibit the actual market value or wholesale price
at the period of exportation, with all charges included, in lieu
of such value at the Ume and place of procurement or manu¬

facture, as required by the 8th section of the act of March 1,
1823, and the oath required to betaken on entry may be so mo¬

dified as to meet the case. When goods have been actually pur¬
chased, the invoice must, as heretofore, exhibit the truecoet of
the goods, and the owner, consignee, or agent will still retain
the privilege allowed by the 8th section of the tariff act of
the 30th July, 1846, of adding to the entry to raise the cost
or value given in the invoice to the true market value or

wholesale price of the goods at the period of exportation, and
will, moreover, become subject to the ether provisions of said
section.
The actual market value or wholesale price at the period of

exportation to the United States having been appraised, esti¬
mated, and ascertained, upon the principles before stated, it
becomes requisite to determine and fix the true dutiable value
at the port where the goods may be entered, and upon which
the duties are to be assessed. The law enjoins that there
shall be added thereto " all costs and charges except insur¬
ance, and including, in every case, a charge for commissions
at the usual rates." These chargcs are as follows, to wit:

First. They must include "purchasing, carriages, bleach¬
ing, dyeing, dressing, finishing, putting up, and packing,"
together with the value of the sack, package, box, crate, hogs-
besd, barrel, bale, cask, can, and covering of all kinds, bot¬
tles, jars, vessels, and demijohns. , .

Second. Commission at tbe usual rate, but in no case less
than 2£ per cent.; and where there is a distinct brokerage, or

where brokerage is a usual charge at the place of shipment
or purchase, thst to be added likewise.

Third. Export duties, cost of placing cargoes on board
ship, includingdrayage, labor, bill of Jading, lighterage, town
dues, and shipping charges, dock or wharf dues, and all charges
to place tbe article on shipboard, and fire insurance, if effected
for a period prior to the shipment of the goods to the United
8tates.

Discounts are never to be allowed in any case, except on
articles where it has been the uniform and established usage
heretofore, and never more than the actual discount positively
known to the appraiser; but in no case to be allowed unless
it is exhibited on the face ot the invoice. Special attention is
called to this item of discounts, as, from information received
by the Department, it is believed that numerous frauds have
been practised on the revenue by excessive and unusual dis¬
counts being deducted on the invoices produced at the time
of entry; and in no case are they to be allowed, except such
per centage as may be ascertained to be customary on tbe dif¬
ferent articles respectively at the places of purchase or ship¬
ment. Marine inaurance is exempted by law.

Inquiry having been made whether freight from the country
er fftaoc of exportation to the United Stale* is to be embraced
amongst the dutiable charges, it becomes proper to remark,
that under no former revenue or tariff act has such freight
ewer been deemed a dutiable charge ; but, on the contrary, it
has uniformly been decided by the Department to be exempt
therefrom.

If the Department were now called upon to give a construc¬
tion to the phraseology of the present law as regards this
point, without reference to tbe wording of previous tariff acts,
or to the uniform practice of the Department on the subject,
itmight come to a different conclusion ; but the language of
the act of 30th August, 1842, as regards the items of charges
which ate to form a portion of the dutiable value of goods, is

, precisely similar to that of the present law, and the construc¬
tion put upon the former having been that freight from the
port of shipment to the port of importation does not form a
charge subject to duty, the Department, after very full and
matare consideration, does not feel authorized now to change
tlmt construction, especially in the absence of any explici
legal designation of freight as a dutiable item, presuming that,
as Congress was of course aware of the long practice of the
Department on the subject, its views would bavs been clearly
expressed respecting it, had the Legislature intended that the
change should be introduced of including fieight as one of the
charges on which duty was to be levied.

lo addition to the construction thus put upon the tariff act
of 1842, and uniformly acted upon since that time, the re*
csrii of tbe Department show that the question has been fre¬
quently brought to its attention as far back p* 1799, under
statutes of similar import to the present one, and extending
through all the subsequent years down to the present Ume,
and its invariable decision has been that freight to the port of
importation was not an item subject to duty.

It will be seen that the second section of the act gives full
force and validity to the certificate of any one of the United
States appraisers to establish the appraisement of any goods,
stares, and merchandise required by existing laws at ports
where there are United 8tates appraisers ; and at potts where
00 such appraisers exist similar validity is given to tbe certi-
Acate of appraisement issued by tbe revenue officer to whom
is committed tbe estimating and collection of duties, as en¬

joined by the twenty-second section of the tariff act of 30th
August, 1842. Tbe Isw is deemed to refer to the certificate
of a principal appraiser, or of one of the appraisers at large,
sppointed under the third section of the act hereto annexed,
and not of an assistant appraiaer.

Although the certificate before referred to is made conclu¬
sive evidence of any appraisement, yet it i* lo be distinctly
understood that the law does not contemplate any relaxation
«r change in respect to tbe due inspection, examination, and
ether necessary acts required of the appraisers in making ap¬
praisements 10 pursuance of existing laws and regulations.

The regulation* respecting the duties of the appraisers at

large, appointed under the third section of this act, will form
the subject of separate circular instructions.

\VM. L. HODGE,
Acting Secretary of the Treasury.

AN ACT to amend the acts regulating the Appraisement of
Imported Merchandise, andfor otherpurposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives
of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
That in all cases where there is or shall be im)>^
any ad valorem rate of duty cn any goods, wares, or

merchandise {imported into the I'aited State#, it shall be
the duty of the collector within whose district the same shall
be imported or eaterrd, to cause the actual market value or

whoierale price thereof, at the period of the exportation to the
United State*, in the principal markets of the country from
which the raiqe shall have been imported into the United
States, to be appraised, estimated, and ascertained; and to
such value or price shall be added all costs snd charges, ex¬

cept insurance, and including in every case a charge for com¬
missions at the usual rales, as the true value at the port
where the same may be entered, upon which dutie* shall be
assessed.

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the certificate of
any one of the appraisers of the United States of the dutiable
value of any imported merchandise required to be appraised,
shall be deemed and taken to be the appr lisement of such
merchandise required by existing laws to be made by such
appraisers. And where merchandise shall be entered at ports
where there are no appraisers, the certificate of the revenue
officer to whom is committed the estimating and collection of
duties, of the dutiable value of any merchandise required to
be appraised, shall be deemed and taken to be the appraise¬
ment of such merchandise required by existing laws to be
made by such revenue officer.

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That there shall be
appointed by the President of the United States, by and with
the advice and consent of the Senate, four appraisers of mer¬

chandise, to be allowed an annual salary each of two thou¬
sand five hundred dollars, together with their actual travelling
expenses, to be regulated by the Secretary of the Treaaury,
who shall be employed in visiting such ports of entry in the
Lnited States, under the direction of the said Secretary, aa

may be deemed useful by him for the security of the revenue,
and ahall at such ports afford such aid and assistance in the
appraisement of merchandise thereat as may be deemed ne¬

cessary by the Secretary of the Treasury to protect and ensure
uniformity in the collection of the revenue from customs; and
wherever practicable, in cases of appeal from the decision of
I nited States appraisers, under the provisions of the seven¬
teenth section of the tariff act of thirtieth August, eighteen
hundred and forty-two, the collector shall select one discreet
and experienced merchant, to be aasociated with one of the
appraisers appointed under the provisions of thia act, who to¬

gether shall appraise the goods in question ; and if they ahall
disagree the collector shall decide between them ; and the ap-
praisement thus determined shall be final, and deemed and
taken to be the true value of said goods, and the duties shall
be levied thereon accordingly, any act of Congress to the con¬

trary notwithstanding.
Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That this act shall take

effect on and after the first day of April next; and all acts
and pirta of acts inconsistent with the provisions of this act
be, and the same are, hereby repealed.

Approved, March 3, 1851.

BOOK NOTICES. «

" The Old Red Sandstone, or New Walks in an
Old Field," by Hcoh Miller, author of the " Footprints
oj the Creator." Illustrated with numerous engravings,
from the London edition, p. 259. Boston : published by
Gould & Lincoln; Washing'on : sold by Taylor <Sc
Maury.
We last winter noticed "The Footprints of the Creator,"

and such of our readers as have read that work need no in¬
centive to purchase this. "Geology, of all the sciences, most

powerfully addresses itself to the imagination." This is
shown by the skilful and graphic illustrations of the author of
this work. There is keen wit evinced in the review. In chap¬
ter iii, of the old theory of progression, so recently revamped,
and put before us as good as new by Prof. Oken, and in
" The ^ estiges of Creation," the absurdity of the idea that
the offspring of creatures low in the scale in the present time
may hold a higher place in it, and belong to a different and
nobler species a few thousand years hence, is thus illustrated
by Mr. Miller : " The descendants of the Orang Outang,
for instance, may be employed in some future sge in writing
treatises on Geology, in which they shall have to describe the
remains of the quadrumana, as belonging to an extinct order.
Lamarck himself, when bearing home in triumph the skeleton
of some huge salamander, or crocodile of the Lias, might
indulge, consistently with his theory, the pleasing belief that
he had possetsed himself of the bones of his grandfather.a
graodfather removed, of course, by the intervention of a few
hundred thousand great-greats." The fact that all animal as

well as vegetable tribes have their connecting links, seems the
base of this strange theory, in which gradation is confounded
with progress ; but gradation is not progress. Geoffrey Hud¬
son was a very short man, and Goliath cf Gath a very tall
one, and the gradations of the human stature lie between ;
and though we find full-grown men of five feet, five feet six
inches, six feet, and six feet and a half, the fact gives us no

earnest whatever that the race is rising in stature, and that
at some future period the average height of the human fam¬
ily will be ten or eleven feet. So far from this theory of pro¬
gress being true, we are told by our author that " there is no
genealogical link to show that the existence* of one race de¬
rive their lineage from the existences of another. The scene

shifts as we pass from formation to formation; we are intro¬
duced in each to a new dramatis persons; and there exists
no such proof of their being at once different and yet the same
as produced in the Winter's Tale, to show that the grown
shepherdess of the one scene is identical with the exposed
infant of the scene that went before. Nay, the reverse is
well nigh as strikingly the case ; as if the grown shepherdess
had been introduced into the earlier scenes of the drama, and
the child into its concluding scenes." The closing chapters
contain the geological physiognomy of the various changes of
the earth's crust, in the view of the author, which are exceed¬
ingly well written. The thought presented itself to Ccvisr,
" Has the last scene in the series arisen, or baa Deity expend¬
ed his infinitude of resource, and reached the ultimate stage
of progression at which perfection can arrive The philoso¬
pher hesitated, and then decided in the negative, for he was

too intimately acquainted with the works of the omnipotent
Creator to think of limiting his power.

Mr. Miller, in concluding this work, ssys : " How well it
is to be permitted to indulge in the expansion of Cuvier's
thought. . . * . To be enabled te look forward to the
coming of a new heaven and a new earth, not in terror, but
in hope.to be encouraged to believe in the system of unend¬
ing progression, and to entettain no fear of the degradation or

deposition of man. The adorable Monarch of the future, with
all its unsummed perfection, has already passed into the hea-
yeus flesh of our flesb, snd bone of our bone ; and Enoch
and Elias are therewith him.fit representatives of that domi¬
nant race which no other race shall ever supplant or succeed,
and to whose onward and upward march the deep echoes of
eternity shall never cease to respond."
Terribli asd Fatal Accidekt..A boy named Patrick

Waters, employed in Scarlett, Dodd <fc Co.'s Suspender Fac-
tery, at the Hedenberg Works, Newark, (N. J.) came to
a shocking death about 9 o'clock Tuesday morning. He was

caught by the arm in a belt attached to the machinery, and
was revolved around the shaft for the space of nearly two
minutes before he could be extricattd.the shaft making about
ftinety revolutions a minute. He was taken up dead-
The Buffslo Commercial Advertiser states that there is

every probability of a riot, on an extensive scale, on the lines
of the Conhocton and Hornellsville and Attica Railroads and
Genesee (New \ ork) Canal. Great numbers of Irish, some
5,000 or 6,000 in all, it is said, are concentrated in that re¬

gion, armed with deadly weapons, and are ready and willing
to use them against each other. The cause of the ill feeling
smong them is, not that some of them are Catholics, some of
them Protestants, but that all of them were not born in the
same township, and therefore they array in deadly hate pro¬
vince against province, county against county, and town
again't town, just as they sometimes do at home. It is af¬
firmed by those well informed that there will be a collision be¬
tween the " Corks" snd " Connaughts" in a few daya. We
trust the authoiities will be on the alert, and see to it that no
.uth outrage be permitted to take place.
VTEW YOKK AGRICULTURAL WARBHOURB
\v... "tore..A. B. ALLEN k Co, 189 and 191,
rxtonTJ et» ew York, have constantly on hand the most

I '!ie,*Uortfnent °f lbe best and latest improved Agricul-
S^d. rvL r,C!!1rUr*1 In>P»e«»e«»ts «nd Field and Garden
even- imnl^*1? .**le ,n lhe United States, embracing
farmer or m*ch.'?e' or *e«d desirable for the planter,
pSS, kJT A,K>' Gu,no' Bone Poudrette,

W, .r. .1 I GUANO.
These wishio/'to ^ WT'T*'« of Peruvian Guano.
LolZJ, s ' <° ""'«¦>« .<>«th. Mrilm

r-H*.15, u, .. m

CENTRAL AMERICA.

TO THE EDITORS
Gentlemen: Having read in the New York

Tribune of the 22d instant, under the head of " The
Central American question," an article containing,
to my knowledge, very erroneous notions, I beg
that you will allow me to rectify them through the
columns of your valuable paper. The paragraph I
allude to is the following :

«. Mr. Mahcolkta is now her* to negotiate on behalf of
Nicaragua, and we judge from bis antecedent* that the inter-
e<ta he represent* are in good and cafe hands. He is sent
here by the Government of that country Vt try and clear up
tbe whole cimplication, for it is naturally at Washington that
the question must be fettled. The matter has difficulties,
and we presume that the representative of Costa Rica, now

also at WashingtoB, will do his utmost to prevent a settlement,
which the dominant party in that State and the whole anti-
Federal interest in Central America would regard as the de¬
feat of their own schemes."
Now, Messrs. Editors, with the qualifications of

Mr. Marcoleta I have nothing to do.no doubt
they are of a high order. Let me only hope that
he is provided with full and ample 'potvert by his
Government 44 to try and clear up the whole com-

plication." But it is certainly not fair to assert,
and especially without a particle of testimony to
sustain it, " that the representative of Costa Rica,
now also at Washington, will do his utmost to pre¬
vent a settlement." Precisely the contrary I know
to be the case. The principal object of the mis¬
sion of Mr. Molino is to promote such a " settle¬
ment,and to facilitate the ship canal enterprise.
The Republic of Costa Rica long since accepted
without reserve the arbitration offered by the United
Slates and Great Britain for the 44 settlement" of
difficulties existing between her and Nicaragua, in
regard to the territory which the proposed canal will traverse.

Let Nicaragua adopt tbe fame course and the question is fet¬

tled. All political difficulties will bo removed. The «Set¬
tlement" will be an affair of a few days. But Nicaragua has
refused to submit to such arbitration.

Although Costa Rica maintains that she has an indispu¬
table title to the territory lying cn the south bank of the river
San Juan, from the Atlantic to Lake Nicaragua, and over

that portion of the lake comprised between Sin Carloe and
La Flor, with a right to the joint navigation of said river and
lake, and although she maintains that no contract for a ship
canal, or any other inter-oceanic communication through the
above-mentioned territory can be made without ber partici¬
pation, still she is willing to submit to the arbitration of die-
interested parties, and to abide their decision, whatever it may
be. Certainly Costa Rica can give no stronger evidence
both of the justice of ber cause and of her confidence in the
integrity of the United S'ates.
The Government, or the people of the United States, will

certainly not refuse to any nation the benent of a fair hearing
and fair trial. To suppose so would be insulting to our na¬

tional character. The United States would not be justified
in espousing the cause of Nicaragua against Costa Rice, when
the latter country appeals but to our sense of justice for a

bearing, and is intent only upon the preservation of iU rights.
In regard to the canal, it is evident that Costa Rica has as

great an interest in it, and will be as much benefited by it, as

Nicaragua.
As to the charge that Costa Rica is in the 44 anti-Federal

interest in Central America," any one who has studied the
chaos of politics of that portion of the continent, both past and
present, will see its absurdity. Nicaragua is the party who
always has been, and yet is, opposed to a solid union of tbe
small States. Her ambition to control and dispose exclusively
of the reveoues of the Federal Government, and the hope of
getting for herselfthe sole and exclusive benefits of the proposed
canal, ciusedher to wage war against the old Union in 1838
and 1840, until it was totally annihilated. The same inter-
eats and causes still exist, and are still operating to prevent a

union of the Central American States. It is all very well for
Nicaragua to talk of her desire for a union, and to frame a

nominal confederacy with Salvador and Honduras, as she has
done, where the union feeling prevails to show sincerity, and
to suit for the present her individual purposes. Nowhere,
and never has she showed a desire for an effectual union. A
union would have a tendency to check and curtail the abso¬
lute sovereignty which Nicaragua has now entirely assumed.
On the other band, Costa Rica did ail in her power to

maintain the old union. Her ambition Was not that of grasp¬
ing Nicaragua. Her people are peaceable, modera'e, and
competent to appreciate the value of an efficient union. But
they will not be deluded by the insincere pretences of moon¬

shine union-lovers, and prefer to remain isolated as they are

than to be deceived.
In fact, the charge against Costa Rica of being 44 Anti-

Federal" shows utter ignorance of the affairs of Central
America.

It ia to be regretted that the effort made to establish a gene¬
ral Diet in Chinandega, of the three middle States, will fail.
Its beginning is marked with such a spirit of aggression, and
such views of international policy, that it cannot succeed.

In fact, the only hope for Central America is, that the Gov.
ernments of the United States and Great Britain, acting in
concert, and believing that the independence and neutrality of
that country are necessary to the peace of the world, will use

their influence to bring together the now dissevered States
into a lasting and solid union. T.

note by the editors.

We cheerfully award a place in our columns to
the preceding, from a known respectable source,
on the ground of its being intended to correct an

error into which a New York contemporary is said
to have fallen. We, of course, have not the par¬
ticular information as to the existing relations be¬
tween those Governments which, with Coata Rica,
formerly constituted a Confederation, but have now
distinct Governments and interests. They all stand
on the same footing in our columns: and we shall
be as ready at any time to do justice,or to allow jus¬
tice to be done, to one of them as to the other.

Abotbxb Coai-Lad** 8hif Bcairr..The Swedish
barque Jenny hind, arrived at Baltimore on Saturday, re-

porta having learned from a whale-ahip that the ship Wa wi.
Captain MOoax, of Baltimore, from Boston, laden with coal
for San Francisco, having taken fire below, wa» abandoned
off the Falkland Ialanda. The Waldron was cleared from
Baltimore on tbe 0th of August laat by Messrs. Thomas K.
Matthews & Co., with cargo composed of 940 tone of Cum¬
berland coal and sundry articles of merchandise. She is the
third ship from that port laden with coal for California tbat
has been destroyed by fire.

Tn Wbsblibo Bainei Cabb..The Kenturfrp M Co.*
monwealtb," after publishing a synopsis of Chancellor Wal¬
worth's report on the above esse, adds : 44 We suppose that
the raiting proposed is whatie necessary to permit steamboat,
to pass without taking down their chimneya < but to a plain
man it would seem to be nothing more than reasonable that a

few boats should be required to lower their chimneys, in times
of very high wster, in order that the public at large mlgh
enjoy the great advantsgee of a bridge acroas the Ohio river.

Loes of thi Lowitt..A gentleman who was present at
the collision between the steamers Lou-ell and Vinton says
that both boats were heavily laden, and that the accident took
place near Capitan Wland, below Wheeling, at half-past 10
at night. It was very dark at the time, and the force of the
collision was tremendous, the Vinton being a large boat of
aome 900 tons. The Lowell sunk in about thirty seconds
after the accident, and many of the passengers and crew were
forced to eacape in their night clothes. The first engineer,
two firemen, and twelve deck hands were drowned. A
large family, consuting of a man, his wife, and a number
of children, belonging ts Bedford, (Pa.) were also among the
victims.

Sbadracb, tbe Fcoitive, m Cakada..Shadrach,
whose re?cue and flight from the Boston court-house has
given him a notoriety above all othera of his time snd rice, ie
now in Montreal, and in a etate of great dstitution. The
Boston Mall has seen a letter from him, addteesed to a gao-
tleman of that city, who ia neither a freeeoiler nor an aboli¬
tionist, begging a email eum of money to eupport life until he
could get employment.
Ebo Ltsh Fasbiobs..Velvet braeele* snd necklace* an

much in vogue. Tbe shades preferred are coral red, garaat,
China roee, and, ¦bore all, black velvet. They are clasped
by diamonds or msrcaeile.

LINEN AS A 8t'B8TITL'TE TOR COTTON.

A great deal of interest is excited jo«t now, both
in Europe and America, by the experiments now
making with the view of substituting Flax for Cot¬
ton. Some of the English writers seem to think
that it will not be long before they will be able to
do without American Cotton. Some of the Ame¬
rican Press have already taken the alarm, and are
endeavoring to solve the question, " What will be¬
come of the Cotton growing States ?" in case Flax
shall be found to answer as a substitute for Cotton.
We are satisfied that the Flax will take prece¬dence of Cotton, and displace it to a large extent,
but we do not foresee, as some do, destruction to
the Cotton States. The fact is, flax grows as wel)
at the South as at the North, and, by introducingmanufactures there, when they change from cotton
to flex, general prosperity will prevail there, in place of that
fluctuation and uncertainty they now have between* those
years of high prices, aa the present, and those when tbey are

compelled to sell their cotton for less than it really can be
grown for, aa a regular, permanent buainees. We do not see
that the South can be loser by the change, but, on the con¬

trary, will be greatly benefited. We reasonably suppose that
the manufactured products af flax would bear as great an ad¬
vance in price over the raw material as oetton fabrics usually
do.from three to five times the price of the raw material.and
if so, the salee of Southern products will be equal to what
they now are, if only from one-fifth to one-third as much flar
or hemp is grown there as U now growa of cotton, fiot
linens at pressnt bear an advance of from ten to twenty-five
times the first cost of the raw unrotted flax, which it is under¬
stood is used by the new methods \ so that the chances are,
for many years to come, the 8outh will be able to double, or

perhaps quadruple the amount of her exports, unleaa she
neglects to embrace the golden opportunity of uniting manu¬
factories to her agriculture. The great error of the South baa
been her too exclusive reliance upan agriculture alone, which
now ahe will be compelled to correct, ahould this expected
revolution take place.

It is true the North and West will come ia for a goodly
share of this expected prosperity, and certainly there can be
no objection to this. The advantages this country of cheap
lands must have over all others in supplying .the world with
linen and cotton fabrics are so great that no one portion could
possibly do the business. If it is true that linens from unrot¬
ted flax can be made cheaper than cotton goods of the same

fineness, when cotton ia at the lowest paying price, it follows,
as an inevitable consequence, that this country, and the other
new countriee, with good governments and cheap lands, must
furnish not only Europe, but the rest of mankind, with near¬

ly all thin fabrics of flax and cotton; that the British islands
cannot much longer produce linens nor cottons, except perhaps
some of fancy fineness as luxuries for the rich.
The British press must soon cease boasting of their pro¬

mised independence of American cotton growers. When we

produce our own $6,000,000 worth of linen, which we have
been annually importing.very foolishly.from them ? when
we export to other countries the $6,000,000 worth which she
now exports to them, (besides the sfeme amount to us,) and
export full $12,000,000 worth thither for English consump¬
tion, to aay nothing of the untold quantities which will take
the place of cotton, both to England and to other countries,
which England can no longer aupply, why the English song
will be changed to something in the nature of " Hark, from
the tombs."
We have a sample before us of " flax cotton," which ia aa

white, and soft, snd fine aa any cotton, but of a richer and
more glossy silk-like appearance, and which evidently can be
spun into very fine yarns as cheaply as cotton. Now this
material can be produced from unrotted flax for seven cents

per pound! And we know that unrotted flax can be procured
so that the lint ahall stand at one and a half cents a pound,
leaving a pretty wide margin for the preparation to bring the
material to seven cents. It is known that there is no object
in growing cotton for a less sum, so that it is far from being
an impossibility that linen may yet be produced as chesp aa

cotton.
We understand that the inventor, Dr. Liavitt, and his

associates, are making their arrangements to bring put their
inventions promptly and vigorously ? that they are to throw
them wide open to the public, and afford every facility possi¬
ble for the establishment of linen factories, by contracting to

furnish the machinery as expeditiously as possible, at fair
prices, and with such guaranties ss the safety of the manufac¬
turers will require. They propose to put out different parts of
this work in different machine shops throughout the country,
East or West, near where the factories are to be built, as is
frequently done with cotton factories, so that as little delay as

possible may be occasioned in getting factories into operation.
We also understand that they are now in negotiation with

several companies who are preparing to go into the business.

A bill has passed the Legislature of Virginia
making appropriation for the completion of the
Virginia Central Railroad, from Charlottesville to
the terminus of the mountain section which the
State is constructing, and also for enlarging the
equipments and depot accommodations of the road.
The amount appropriated is not definitely ascer¬

tained, inasmuch as it authorizes a subscription by
the State in the ratio, to private subscriptions
already made, of three-fifths to twe-fifths. It is
probably about $230,000.

.

A bill has also passed the Legislature authori¬
zing a State subscription of $300,000 to the Dan¬
ville railroad.

The Bill guarantying the bonds of the Chesa¬
peake and Ohio Canal company was rejected by
the Virginia House of Delegates on Thursday.
The Cherokee Advocate publishes a letter from an Indian

friend, engaged in mining in California, who does not appear
to be altogether pleased with the fruits of his experience. He
says that he and hie company diecovered gold on the east ride
of the Rocky mountains as they went out.and should he
live to get back, he intenda making a trial of it. He thinks it
would be more profitable than working in California. He
closes with a piece of advice that may be equally suited for
this meridian:

«. I say to my beloved relatives, friends, and countrymen,
remain at home, and be content with a Uttk.hog and hommi-
ny, rather than suffer the privations and fatigues of a trip to
California, for the paltry and uncertain reward of a litUe
©OLD."
The Advocate publishes a circular from the Indian Com¬

missioner, offering a reward of one thousand dollars for the
redemption of the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. J. M. VI bite,
now supposed to be in captivity with the Apache Indiana in
New Mexico.

Boston, Mabch 24.
District Cocbt of th» Uhitid Statis..The Grand

Jury of this Court were engaged all last week in the investi¬
gation of charges against the persons implicated in the out¬
rage and slave rescue of the 15th ultimo. Although the ac¬

tion of the grand jury cannot certainly be known until they
make their report, it is understood, and ia very probable, that
all the " aiders" examined before Mr. Commissioner Hai-
lxtt have been indicted. District Attorney Lujrr will be
assisted by Hon. Rcrcs Ckoati in the management of the
cases against the aiders and rescuers. We learn that ex-

Judge Alis* has been retained as senior counsel for the de¬
fence in these casee..Journal.

___

I«-cojrsi»*B*n Legislation..The 8t. Louis Republi¬
can recites a notabte"illustration of the impropriety of legisla¬
tive bodies passing bills with no other resding than that of
the title. At the late aeeaion of the Legislature of Missouri,
a bill passed both houses, received the signature of the Gover¬
nor, and has become a law. Its title is, " To incorporate the
Wolf 8pring Seminary, dcc.".the "and eo forth" having
the very important bearing of expelling all the agencies of
foreign insurance companies from the State, with perhaps one
or two exceptione. It is supposed that the bill was slipped
through both branches of the Legislature without reading, or

further explanation of its provisions beyond incorporating
the seminary.
The canal b*t "G. W. Riggs, Jr." which arrived at

Alexandria on Saturday from Cumberland, by the Chesapeake
and Ohio Canal* besides a cargo of coal, had forty-nine pack*
ages of glassware from Pittsburgh.

FOREIGN REVIEWS.
From the London " Architect and Civil Engineer'* Jour¬

nal," for January.
We ha** received, from ibe liberality of tbe Hon. ThomasEwuit) United State* Commissioner of Patents, tbe first

volume of the report of hie department, directed by tbe Senate
to be printed. The labor* of Mr. Ewbank are aa well known
in the old country u in the United State*. Hi* zeal, hi* en¬
lightened intelligence, and hi* scientific acquirement* do honor
to the Government which appointedhim, and contribute great¬ly to the reputation of the department over which) he preside*.
A* we yearly experience the care of the American Govern¬
ment in supplying us with the* report*, and look at the
volume* devoted to the mechanical pr^gre** of the United
Bute*, we cannot but feel regret to have to compare the ne¬
glect of our own Government toward* *uch important inter-
eit*. If we asked our own *uthoritie* for in formaion, the
application woold be undervalued t but ibe United State*
Government, for tbe furtherance of science, takes caire that
the technical periodicals throughout the worid shall be kept
well informed.

In the short time since we have received this volume of
600 pages, we have not been able to make our*elve« fully ac¬

quainted with it* content* < we can only appreciate it* general
vaKie. We may, nevertheleas, take advantage on the pre¬
sent occasion of offering a few extracts <3i interest.

[The London periodical then proceed* tp copy-
many passages front the able Report of the Com¬
missioner ami of the several Examiners of the Pa¬
tent Office. We add its notice of Prof. Page s

report:]
The report of Mr. Paor, Examiner in the Patent* Depart¬

ment, will be read with attention by all who know the expe¬
riment* he haa made on electro-magnetism. On the Subma¬
rine Ocean Telegraph he *aj*:
"Tbe crossing of river* and large bodies of water by

means of submerged wire* doe* not aeem yet to have been at¬
tained, and tbe chief obetacle tbu* far i* imperfection in the
.methods of insulation. The plan whieh I proposed several
year* *ince appeara to be worthy of trial. It con*lst* in using
a looal circuit and battery of quantity at each river or body of
water. Tbe galvanic current employed on the main route*
are of small quantity and high intensity ; hence a slight de¬
fect of insulation in a submerged wire would be productive of
a great loaa. But by using a current of quantity and the
lowest possible intensity, to be set off by a local magnet, I
am inclined to think that a single wire laid m tbe nver. with
tbe most ordinary preparations for insulation, would be effec¬
tual in establishing connexion between the terminations of
tbe great line on opposite sides of the river 01 other body of
water. It ha* long since been proposed ta connect the east¬
ern and western continent* by mean* of telegraphic wire* laid
down in the dfcptha of the ooean, and lately the proposition
ha* been revived with a venturesome and true American
spirit. It doe* not appear in any way impracticable to stretch
a wire from the American continent to England; and in the
waveless depths of the Interminable water* the wire would be
more aecure from depredation than upon terraJirma. From
it* weight it would rink beneath tbe realm* of the living mon-
¦ters, and lie far out of reach from the ruthless hand of mis¬
chief or speculating avarice. But tbo insulation of such a
wire is a thing not eerily conceived of in the preeent state of
our knowledge. Beaide* the mechanical nieeties required to
obtain a complete iniulating covering for the wire, we *hould
have to contend against the corrosive action of the sea water,
and this, too, at a point where its greater density would exalt
its chemical agency."
FrQm the London " Practical Mechanic's Journalfor

January.
Report op th* Commissioher op Patekt* fob the

Yeah 1849: Part 1..The bold character of American in¬
vention ia well illustrated in the remarkable volume before us.
It give* us a peep into the recesses of that mas* of novelties,
in the production of which the citizen* of the United State*
have earned «o remarkable a reputation, and furnishes an elo¬
quent example of that inordinate treading of inventors upon
one another'a heels,, so often held up aa the inevitable result
of a system of excessively cheap patent*.

. , ,Tbe volume contain*, in it* eight sections, a financial and
statistical account of the official proceedings for the year;
general statement and classification of inventions; examiners
and machiniat's report* ; an article on the origin and progress
of invention < another on the motor*, chief lever* of civiliza¬
tion; propoaed application of the Government patent fund ;
historical notices of inventors and patentees ; and an article
on the propulsion of steamers.

It appears from the financial statement that the whole num¬
ber of application* for patents received during the year ending
December 31, 1849, i* 1,955 ; the number of caveat* filed
during the same period is 595. The whole number of patents
issued during the year 1849 is 1,076, including 30 re-issues,
5 additional improvements, and 49 design*. No di*claimers
hsve been entered during the year. Within the year 1849
751 patents have expired. There were 11 applications to
extend patents, the terms of which were about to expire ; 7
of which were granted, and 4 rejected. None have been ex¬
tended by act of Congress within the year.
The number of cases on examiners' desksJanuary 1, 1849,

was 539 ; the number of application* received during the
year 1,965, making the wbole number of application* before
the office for the year, 2,494. Of this number, 9 cases re¬
mained unexamined on the 31st December, 1849. I he
business oftbe office for the past year shows the examination
of 2,485 applications, resulting in the issue of 1,076 patents,
and 1,409 rejections and suspensions.
The Commissioner devotes a comiderable apace. to the

consideration of a modification of the existing law*, which, like
our own, areopen to the charge of being "behind the times.

("The same Journal devotes several of its pages
in two successive numbers to the insertion of Mr.
Ewbank's ingenious and highly philosophical trea¬
tise (embraced in his report of 1849) " on the Pro¬
pulsion of Steamers," and has gone to the expense
of having all the illustrations of the report engra¬
ved and inserted along with the text. It introduces
the second notice or continuation as follows
" Os THE Profclbioic of Steamers..We have already

given, at pages 102 and 124, an elaborate paper «On the
Paddles of Steamers,' &c., containing the valuable deductions
of Mr. Ewbank from the numerous experiments and observa¬
tions which he has made upon this important subject. In fol¬
lowing out the various links of the chain of reasoning into
which be has entered, we now give some additional observa¬
tions and illustrations, which will be found elucidatory of
obscurities scarcely looked Into by English engineers. From
the collection of natural aquatic and aerial propeller*, much
information ia to b* gleaned a* to the questions of the form
and arrangement of artificial propellers.
" The principle* by which *teamers are to be impelled over

oceans with rapidity and economy of power, are a* definite
aa any that give effect to a lever or *crew, and a* fixed and
unalterable a* those of nature herself. To discover them is
the busines*.tbe chief busine**.of the philosophical engi¬
neer, and not till thi* i* done can hi* achievement* be free
from the taint of imperfection and corresponding failure- It
i* discreditable that tbe true outlines of propelling blade* have
not been determined, and the rather since it is a proof that
the full bearing of the question involved baa to be felt.that
tbe potential influence of form and proportion in propeller*,
a* well a* in the bull* of *teamers, has yet to be investigated.
" In the following illustration* are a few out of the million*

of gradation* of form.from the *lowe*t to the quickest.
which show that the greater the velocity, the longer, narrow¬
er, and aharper they are ; and the convene, a* *peed i* di¬
minished, the shorter, wider, and blunter they become.the
same rule applying to ornithologic as to icthyological organs
of motion. There i* *ometbing exceedingly interesting, *.
well as instructive, in marking the changing outline.in ob¬
serving that fish, t. q.t improve in speed as their rounded
and undivided tails emerge into a triangular figure ; next,
as they become indented,- and lastly, lobated and pointed,
the quickest of all."

.

B. Perlet Poor*, Esq. baa received by the Franklin a

commission from the French Government to perform a simi¬

lar service in this country for that Government to that which
he did for our 8tate Government in France. He is made an

agent of France to collect and copy from th* *rchive* of the
United 8tate* and our State Government*, and tho*e of
Canada, any papers relating to French bl*tory which have
not heretofore been made public. It is a task of magnitude
and of much responsibility and honor, for which Mr. Poonx,
by inclination and experience, i* remarkably fitted. We are

glad that he ha* received an appointment eo congenial to his
tastes and habits, although we fear it may withdraw him from
the editorial corps..Boston Daily Advertiser.

Niw Orleaw*, March 24.
Aitother Overflow Thrratrreb.-The Missiwippi

river is now up to an unusual height. The water ia higher
than it was at the highest point daring the Iwt great overflow.
An extenrive creva**e baa been made at Baton Rouge, one

at Iberville, and another at Plaquemine. They ar* all very
extenrive, and baffle every effort to clow them. The cre¬
vasse opposite New Orieana is still open and becoming l*rger.
. It i* now *eriously apprehended that the Grand Levee i*in
rreat danger. The river continues to rise. Much excttement
prevail*, and if the river continue* to ri*e the consequence*
may prove very eeriou* to tbe city.
Mr WtniT, at Naahville, March 15, paid out $4,990 on

a genuine draft with a forged endorsement. The draft wa*
drawn by W. T. Partee <3t Co. of New Orieana, on J. L.
Maghee 4c Co. of New York, payable to J. J. Hodge <k Co.
Naahvtlle. The letter containing the draft wa* taken out of
the poet office by Mr. J. J. Hodge, formerly of Wheeling.#Je forged tbe endorsement, obtained the money, and cleared
for part* unknown.

AGRICULTURAL GEOLOGY-No. XX.
¦T JOil AH UOLBBOOK.

School* gave the first impetus to geological eurveys. The
impetus thtM given haa lad to legislative action for such aur-

hj, in almost every "State in the Union. By such action
the treasures of wealth and of science have been increased to
an unbounded extent. Thousands upon thousands of scien¬
tific collections have been made» hosts of scientific men
have been raised ap, now scattered over our whole country,
and hidden treasnres of wealth brought to view fur the special
benefit of farmers, and, directly or indbectly, of every Ame¬
rican citizen.
The mparalleled progress made from such bumble begin'

nings,in the advancement of these two great national ofcjecte,science and wealth, renders the completion or future progreseof the work easy and certain. ^The schools of the country,indeed of all countries,- are certain to be furnished with Cat
BUSTS or Natcbb no Abt, ae instruments of primary in¬
struction -T thu# giving te young minds at their start after
knowledge real substantia* ideas, instead of the mere signs ofideas. As many thousandth collections have already been
mode by the pupils needing: them, both at achool and at home,by the aid of these tens and hundredeof thousands wiU soon
be added to the number. A*leeat,.»CaBiSET or Aeaicci-
tubal GaoLoer moat InevitaMy soon be placed in each of
the hundred thousand of American schools.virtually, if not
literally.
Prom such ii provision, four advantages-axe evident-}, each

making large returns-for the outiay> First, increased quali¬fication of teachers.aM teacher*. 8uch a cabinet, properlyexplained by a manual, must increaseknowledge and awakenmind in any teacher asing it, giving inoreseed value to bisinstructions tar beyond its cost. To m certain extent, it
might give to every teacher the advantage of a normal
school, brought to his- own door, and into hie own fie!-J of
labor. Second, it would secure a more efftetlve we of school
funds.- Probably no complaint toushing schools is more uni¬
versal on either continent than the partial or defective appli¬cation of public funda-provided for their use. A step so cer¬
tain to awaken general interest, and to enlighten the publiemind, coold not fail to suggeat some better modes, or to cor*
rect some defects in applying funds provided for all. Third?the development of minetel and other natural resources. Col'
lections likely to be made by any school within a> week after
receiving* cabinet, properly labelled, arranged, and described,
must amount to many times its cost Dhcoveries would also be
made not infrequently of rich ores, useful mineral*, and beau¬
tiful gems* furnishing valuable resources to toners, me¬
chanics, and artists. Fourth, the advancement of farminginterests. No one step comid probably meet so directly or so
effectually the desire now common among-farmers for agricul¬tural science. Every farmery still better,farmers' sons, mightbe put in the way to analyze- their own soils, and directed to
the most available resources,- and the best modea of improvingthem. To these four advantages, certain to arise from Cabi¬
nets of Agricultural Geology for schcols, many others mightbe added ; but, as each of tbeae must exceed many timee the
cost of the outlay, more cannot be needed.
Exfebimests..Some four years since, the pupil* of the

New York schools were requested by their Superintendentand Trustees to make collections for their echools and their
homes. Within three weeks from the time of that request,-
not less than fifteen thousand Family Museums were com¬
menced, each containing specimens showing the elements of
mountains, rocks, and soils, with other natural and artificial
curiosities. A similar request by Superintendents and True-
tees of schools generally through the country, must soon
render collections of nature and art among the moat oom-
mon, as they evidently would be among the most interestingof household utensils.

GEOLOGICAL PHENOMENA. *

Fossil Taxi rx the Coal Bocks juab GaExmauao,.Westmobelabd Cooktx..A. late number of the West-
moreland Intelligencer containa a description of a curious dis¬
covery made in excavating for the Pennsylvania railroad. A
fossil tree of "immense magnitude" has been laid bare byRichard McGrand, jr., lying prostrate, about four feet above
the Pittsburg seam of coal, embedded in solid sandstone thirtyfeet below the surface. The part which was removed'mea¬
sured twenty-six feet in length and two feet ten inches in cir¬
cumference at the bare. From the size of the two main
branches, which enter the rock on the oppoaite sidej.it is in¬
ferred that this tree may have been from forty to fifty feet in
length. At the base it was much flattened by the pressure of
the superincumbent weight, but the branches still retain their
original cylindrical form. 1

It was entirely enveloped by a coating of pure and beauti¬
fully crystallized bituminous coal, measuring from a quarter to
an inch in thickness.

Its interior was filled with sand, mixed with the oerbonate
and sulphuret of iron, but exhibiting no appearance of trans¬
versa bands, nor any other indication of vegetable structure.
The bark, which alone remains, converted into pure but fria¬
ble coal, may have surrounded an axia of more perishable ma¬
terial, which, when the tree was removed from its original
position by the storms or the waves, rapidly decayed, whilst
the trank and its branches still floated in the agitated waters
of the ocean. Its hollow interior would necessarily be filled
with sand, broken shale, or other sediment, which was brought
by large rivers into that turbulent sea whose bed was rapidly
subsiding. This view is corroborated by the fact that the rock
in which this plant is found embedded presents an entirelydifferent appearance in color and in lithological character from
that which fills the interior of the fossil tree.

Although there were the usual longitudinal flutings so pe¬culiar to this family of plants, both along the main trunk and
its branches, yet he could discover but few indications of those
beautiful scars which mark the epot where the petioles of the
leaves articulated with the stem.

In a scientific point of view, the discovery of this tree ie
of much interest and importance, for it is hoped it will set at
rest among geologists the much vexed and longdiecussed ques¬
tion whether the genus to which this plant belongs.a genus
which contributed so largely to the formation of coal.belonga
to aborescent ferns, gigantic palms, or lofty pines.
ExrLOBATio* or tb* Colorado.The first voysge of

discovery has been made down the famous Colorado of the
West, and the important result obtained that no obstacle ex¬
ists to its navigation by steam vessels. The explorers are
Dr. Johw L. Lalouti, a gentleman well known in the scien¬
tific world, and Dr. Geoboi Oesxv, of Mississippi, the Pre¬
sident of the Colorado Ferry Company. The advantages to
flow from opening a channel of water communication into the
heart of this hitherto barren wilderness are obvious. The
mouth of the Gila, which is the point where the emigrant
trail strikes the Colorado, will become the depot of provisions
and supplies for the overland emigration, which will now
adopt this route in preference to any other, on account of the
superior facilities it affords. All danger from Indians is re¬
moved by the presence of a military force, to be permanentlystationed at this point. The immunity from the hazard of
death by starvation and cold and snow, as experienced by tra¬
vellers on the northern roads, must, when the facta are fullyunderstood, render this the favorite route across the continent.
The banks of the river are of the richest alluvial, and with
little labor can be made immensely productive. They are
extremely well adapted for cotton and sugar cace. A steamer
will soon be placed upon the river for the purpose of bringing
supplies to the military poet, and to aasist in developing the
resources of this region. An opportunity is bow open for
working the valuable minea known to exiat upon the tributa¬
ries of the Gila, which have heretofore been debarred from
the access of white men by the hostility of the Indiana. In
a very short time one of those magic creations of American
energy and enterprise, of which 8an Francisco and Sacra¬
mento City are types, will spring up upon the Colorado of
the West..Correspondence N. 0. Picayune.
A Mouktaiw of Maqkxsia..On Pitch (or Pitt) river,

the principal affluent of the 8acramento, which flows through
a charming valley, and about five days' journey from Goose
Lake, there is a hill of pure carbonate of magnesia, one hun¬
dred feet high. Much of it is perfectly white, while some
is more or less discolored with iron, as if a painter had been
striving to give effect by a coloring of light and ahade. Larg<
masses are easily detached, which, rolling down into the rive
that washes its base, floated off as light and buoyant as corlc
until it became saturated with water. A thousand wagon
could be loaded in a very short time, and there is enough t
supply the whole world. Fbr three davs' travel below, th
soil seems to be impregnated with it, ana the bank of the riv^
is formed of it..Pacific Netcs.

8ci**ti»ic Facts..We gather the following fee's fro:
a late number of Appleton's Mechanics' Magazine, one of tl
best practical scientific works of the day :

In this number there is an account of a machine for tl
nicest admeasurement of bodies, by which the difference of t
diameters of two hairs can be rendered palpable.
A remarkable instsnce of the divisibility of matter is se

in the dyeing of silk with cochineal; a drachm ofwhich gn
an intense color to a pound of silk, containing eight aw
threads to the ounce, esch thread seventy yards long, and
whole reaching about one hundred and four miles.
The addition ofa small quantity of rosin to

ly increases their illuminating power, and rendera them

""a££$£ r«o««
hour, has a velocity one-fourth that of a ceniong1; and
momentum of such a movmg T*rfES£ Ivalent to the aggregate force of a number of cannon

%.: in "v?otilv ehrbteen inches deep, and the current very swift, st«^tsTeproHWd by anovel engine at the rate of ten l
an hoar..Evening Post.


